              Natural Philosophers, Tuesday, November 8, 2011

                      Travels in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan  
Alan Hirsch will present a travelogue of his late-March / early April, 2011, trip to Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, featuring many cultural, architectural, historic, religious, and ecological highlights, such as:

· visits to several World Heritage sites along various arteries of the famed “Silk Road”

· beautiful architectural gems (mosques, minarets, madrassahs (schools), mausoleums, palaces, etc.)
· renowned cities: Tashkent (capital of Uzbekistan), Samarkand (at the crossroads of history and trading routes), Bukhara, Khiva (a walled city), and Ashgabat (capital of Turkmenistan)
· colourful markets and very friendly people

· a variety of museums and a very surprising art gallery in Nukus

· artisans and craftspeople striving to carry on traditional skills

· effects of the ecological disaster of the Aral Sea and faint hopes for slight recovery

He will also discuss written resources related to the culture and history of Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. 

